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He that heareth you, beareth me ; and 
: be that deſpiſe thyou, deſpiſes bine. 
Nullen 0 51% 2h 1 wo! 1 
TB ne theſe. Words among —— other In- 
ſtructions, which our Lord gabe to Seventy 
of his Diſciples, whom he ſent- to ſeveral 
Cities of Judea, whither he himſelf defign'd after- 
wards to come ; in che menn time, appoifiting them to 
prepare tlie Minds of the Inhabitavts for * Recep- 
tion of himſelf, by Preaching the Kingdom of 'GOD, 
| and performing ſeveral miraculous Works, in Confir- 
mation of the r by which they acted. Which 
Manifeſtation of a Divine Power accompanying tlieir | 
Miniſtry; our Loid thought ſo ſufficient for the Con- | 
viſion of theſe Jews, that he tells us, Their rejecting 
theſe his Miniſters would make 'em highly Criminal 
in the Sight of GOD; even to ſuch a Degree, that it 
would be more tolerable i in that dq, the of Judg- ver. 12. 
ment; for Sodom; than for that Cry, which ſhould diſ- 
regard and rej ect their Miſſion. And to give a more 
particular 1 of their Sin in ſo doing, as, withal, 
to animate theſe his Diſciples to a faithful Diſcharge 
of their Meſſage, ' among all the Oppoſitions or Con- 
_ they might meet with from perverſe and un- 
reaſonable Men, he tells em in the Words before us z 


He that heareth you, beareth me; and be that d eſpi- 
ſetb, or rejecteth, 775 & g bilo 0 nt ) deſpiſeth, or 
refer, "me. N 
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Bleſſed Lord takes in the Uf age, which His Miniſter 


Which Words ma be conſider, a8 expreſſing, or 
at leaſt, reaſonably: plying theſe hrs Bartioulins 


Hf, A alſetring. the aden os 


Mi t f 71 65 ok 5 
iniſt eri rom 
not 0 278 fr M B 
whom only Words were = immediately age 
but to others alſo, in ſucceeding Ages, who ſhouhd be 
employ d in N ſame Office " f Preaching. the ph, 

as they ne | 30d coor l dic! 90 . 

knit og ali r vob 

Second ME intimating to 8 F 
Cauſes of = ill Uſage which the Miniſters'of--Chii 
may ſometimes meet with from Men: As thefe, who 
bear Chriſt, and take him for their Saviour and Lord, 
will pay 4 due Regard to his Nligiſters 3) fe at, may 
well heaped ed, thatthe\ſame Per ſons, wha-reſed, nt 
at leaſt, regard Cf will reje&-or e 
who a& in bis ame, and by bis ene 


Thirdꝶ, As expreſling the near 7 AK 1 Fes 


receive from the World. — — is dome to them 
he looks upon as done to himſelf: He that Huaret lh you, 
heareth me; and he thut deſpiſeth you, deſpiferls me 
And I ſball from theſe: Heads, as they come under our 
Conſideration, make ſome Wee han ib r 
fly ſuggeſt tous i 1 in f 


I. Firſt then, Theſe Words * PR Fd th 
the Seventy Diſciples in the Miſſion here ſpoken of 
a&ed in the Name of Chriſt, and by an 2 & 
rivd to em from him. For the Good or Ill 9 


—— 


—  — 


. 
— ** at ws 


1769. 


3: Preark'd Nov. ug. 


— 


— — 


they might find in che Cities . cannot be {| 
poletlith imply Obedience to, or Contempt af, our Lord, 
any otherwiſe than as ⁊hey xepreſented him, and a&ed 
by hie Commiſſion: And from hence we may obſerve, 
That. a Separation of ſome Perſons from the Body of 
Believers; to be peculiarly employ'd in the Service of 
the Chriſtiau Church, andithe; mveſting*em with ſome 
Powers which are not communicated to a/ Chriſtians, 
is founded upon the roy and Example of our 
Tord himlel We find by veral P aſſages in the 
Goſpels, that the Number of thoſe among the Jeu, 
-who, even while our Lord was upon Earth, believed 
him either to be the Mæſſiab, or, at leaſt a Propbet and 
Teacher ſemt from God, was very conſiderable. In ſe- 
veral Places we are told, that many believed on him, 
and: that be, i. e. as St. John himſelf explains it, bzs 
N in his Name, Baptized more Diſciples than 1" * *» 
Jobn the Baptift. And- it ſeems the Number of 'em 
was ſo great, that the Phariſees complain d that zhey 
prevailed nothing by their Oppoſition to his Doctrine, ohn 12. 
and that the world was. gone after him; inſomuch, 19. 
that when the Governing Part of the Fewiſh Nat ion 
had determin'd to put him to Death, we find, they 
were forced to ſeize him by Night, and in the Place 
of his private Retirements, diſcover d to em by Juadlas; 
becauſe they feared the people, or, as St. Mark expreſſes Lak. 22.2. 
it, let there ſbould have been an uproar of the people. Mark 14. 
And though, probably, far the greateſt part of his? 
Followers might deſert him, and no longer believe him 
to be the Meſſiah, when they ſaw him deliver'd up to 
the Roman Power, and put to an ignominious Death; 
which, ſo far weakned the Faith of two of em (one Lk. 2 
of which is thought by many to have been St, Peter) 21. 
e that 


Tes 8. 


— — — — — 
* 


— — 


4 


— — 


A*Conſecration.S\EnM'd N, 


— 
* 


that upon this Octaſion we are told: they rthoke very 


1 Cor. 154 
4. | 


doubtfully of him; yet even then there was ſtill left 
ſuch a Number that believ'd on him, that very ſoon 
after his Reſurrection, he is ſaid to haue appcar' d to 
above five hundred Brethren at once in Galiler. Bi 


however nume rous his Diſciples might ever have been, 


we no where find that he ſent any of em to preachthe 


Goſpel, or enabled any of em to perform miraculous 


Works: (which Power was then neceſſary for the ef. 
fectual Convict ion of an unbelieving World) but his 
Apoſtles only, and theſe Seventy Diſciples. 


Since therefore our Lord's! Appointment of. ſuch 
particular Men, out of the Body of Believers, for the 


Performance of ſuch Offices, as were neceſſary for the 
Propagation and Edification of the Chriſtian Church, 


Commiſſion, whether immediately given t, or orig! 


Reſpect from all who try believe in him ; and the 
Officers of his Spiritual Kingdom may juſtly expect 


bly to the different Powers they have recciv'd from bs 


did confer upon theſe' Perfons a peculiar Authority, 
which was. not communicated to #7 Chriſtiaus ;\this 
was an Inſtruction to after Ages, to take tit fame Me- 
thod which he did: For the Reaſons for ſo doing ar: 
perfectly the ſame. And that our Saviour id actually 
inveſt others with this Power of ſending Labouter; in 
to his Harveſt, t hereby providing for the | Continugnce 
and further Propagation of his Church in all fucceed- 
ing Gererations, I ſhall have occaſion to ſhew in ano- 
ther Article of this Diſcourſe, 1 3 3 8 


Now from hence ſurely it will follow, that ſuch 1 


nally deriv'd from the Bleſſed Jeſus, ought to procure 
for thoſe to whom it is given, fair Uſage and a kind 


due Regard to their Miniſtry and Perſons, pro portion. 
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Pgeachd NV Ag. Mog: 
Ilfay, pro rtionabl to. the different, Powers they 
have Wee From n W appears ſufficiently from 
the Evangelical Hiſtory, that our Lord himſelf did 
confer higher Degrees of Authority upon ſome of bis 
Miniſters, thari he did upon others. The Authority 
of the ie was greater. and, included other Pow- 


„% 
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ers than That of thefè Seventy Diſciples: And the Di- | 
ſtinction made between them by Chriſt, was generally | 
thought by the Ancient "Chriſtian Writers, a ſufficient 


Argument for that Diſparity of Power, which, ever 
fince'the'Apoſtoh al Times has been univerſally own'd, 
till lately,” in the Chriſtian Church. And tis from | 
hence too, that a Writer of our own Country, who M" B. 

can by no means be thought partial in favour of a Pre- 
lacy among the Miniſters of Chriſt, yet in his Anno- | 
tations on the Firſt Verſe of his Chapter, where our 

Lord is faid to have appointed theſe Seventy Diſci- 
ples to theEmployment there mention' d, acknowledges, 
That by this. it appeareth that Chriſt ſettled a diſparity 
in his Miniſters. It muſt be confeſs d, that this Diffe- 
renee does not ſo much appear by that Miſſion of the 
Apoſtles into the Cities of Judea, of which we have 
an Account in the Tenth Chapter of St. Matthew, and 
which preceded this of the Seventy : For their Em- 
ployment, and the Powers given 'em, ſeem to be much 
the ſamein'both theſe Miſſions ;; and tho there may be 
'obſerv*d ſome Difference between em, yet it ſeems not 
very conſiderable. And indeed, while our Lord him- 
ſelf was upon Earth, and govern'd perſonally his own 
Church, which too'was then confin'd within very nar- 
row Limits, there ſeems to have been no Occaſion 
for any other Powers to be conferr'd upon his Mini- 
n firs, than thoſe of Preaching. the Goſpel and Bap- 
OOO on — R Een: 


eds — — 424 72 1 äq?1Q—U—Q—U—ä—üäé̃—æ —— 1 —— 


A — Ss E 1 MON, _ 


„ ws 8 * W eres =» aw Es en dd „ -- a 


. the Power, by which che ft were mal 
remarkably Aittivgultrdd from 1b 15 5 well 25 


other Diſciples, was confer'd on em by our 
after his e when being FN 0 ned thi 
World. he rovided for the LL <celitie of 2 
Church! and not only enlarg'd mmiſſion for 
Teaching the Chriſtian Do Ss gi apiizing, by 
extending it to all Nations erg 35051 inveſted em 
too with a Power of Ordainin hers for theſe and 
other neceſſary Offices. of the Chriltian Ministry, t 
the end ef the world. To chi Tupel he tells em, 
John 20. 21. A Father hat 1 ſent me, even. ſo ſend 

T you. Which Words, though, » not. applicable to 0 
Ferticulan of our Saviour's Miſhon, ay were merh 
perſimal, and related immediately to his being ſem t 
be the Propitiation for cur. Sins, by the Sacrifice of him- 
ſelf ; yet being expreſs d in ſo comprehenfivs a 
ner, they do require to be underſtood as f 
they can, and with Reſpect to all rhoſc Gon ng eter 
his own Miffion, which co be communicated to his 
Apoſtles. And therefore ſince our Lord was fent into 
the World not only to declare and apply the Means of 
Salvation to Mankind himſelf, but withal to impowe 
others ſo to do, as we actually find he did ; it ſeems 
moſt reaſonable, that his Miſſion of his 4 Apoſtle 
ſhould be underſtood in the Jen. Manner. ,, that 
they themſelves did thus underſtand it, and were taught 
ſo to do by that role Spirit, which directed their Aci. 
ons, appears from their conſtant Practice of Ordain- 


ing Miniſters, as the Neceſſities of the Church requir d 
and even of imparting this Power of Ordination to 0 
thers, as there was Occaſion forPlanting new Churches 
in different Parts of the World : A Power which 10 


other 
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Preach'd 
other Chriſtians aflumed, but themſelves and thoſe, 
who rebeiv'd it from cher; except it were conferr'd 
upon em by- an immediate and particular Revelation As _ 
from GOD: - Of which we have no other Inſtances in G77. 
Scripture than thoſe of St. Paul and St. Barnabas. Ads 13.1. 
Aud'can ag ch hm f theſe Cafes, which we find in 23 
the Beginning of the 13th Chapter of the As, it may, 
nat improbably, be thought, that the Prophets there 
mention'd, who by St. Paul, in his Accounts of the 
Church-Officers in zbofe' Limes, are conſtantly placed c. _ 
next to the Apoſtles, had, beſides other extraordinary 23. © 
Spiritual Gifts, che Power of Ordination conferr d on Ep". 3. 5. 
em: Which however need not to be infiſted on, be- 
cauſe in the Caſe mention'd tis plain they acted by 
an extraordinary and expreſs Direction from the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt. But ſtill the ordinary Way of attaining 
this Power was by receiving it from the Apoſtles, or 
from thoſe who were impower' d to confer it by them. 

Te Perſons who might ſeem to have the faireſt Ti- 

tle to it, were '{ theſe Seventy Diſciples, who 
were ſent by Chrift Himſelf to preach the Gofpel, and 
were-endow'd with a Power of Working Miracles in 
Confirmation of their Miſſion; but yet we no where 
find, that any of em did take this Power upon 'em, 
unleſs they were afterwards inveſted with it by the A- 
F*/iles; And of this Number, there is great reaſon 
to think, was St. Mattias, who was choſen into the 
Apoſtolical College in the Place of Judas. That 
this was the general Opinion of the Chriſtian Church _ 
in the firſt Ages, "— from Euſebius + And tis in it 24. Rel. 
{elf highly probable, that the Apoſtles in this Choice, 27.7. 
would prefer to all others, thoſe of the Diſciples who 2. cap. 1. 
had been dignified a er Commiſſion to preach 

2 the 
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the: Goſpel by Chriſt himſelf: And if {6 we have a 
plain Evidence of a diſtin& Power lodg'd in the Apo- 
ſtles, which other Miniſters of the Chriſtian Church, 
| ent even ſent by our Lord himſelf to 5 the 
Gol el, were not inveſted with. 
ow that this Power of Orchining Bichof and Pref. 
byters, with whatever elſe of: the Apoſto ical Autho. 
rity, which was not extraordinary and peculiar to thoſe 
Times, but of continual Uſe in all for. the re- 
ular Government of. the Chriſtian: „Wag, in 
many Places before, and in all after the Deccaſe of the 
Apoſtles, delegated to fach Perſons, to whom' the 
A . — of Biſhops, as diſtinct from Presbyters, was 
piſt. ad 
Magneſ.ad appropriated, at leaſt, within a very few Years after the 
Trallianos Death of St. John, and that Biſhops were look*du 
© ai. in the Primitive Times, as Succeſſors to the Apoſtle 
in the Ordinary Part of their Spiritual Power, ſeems 
very evident from the moſt ancient Remains we have 


of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, and from what Writers are 


yet left of the firſt Ages of the Chur. 
There are 8 different Degrees of Regatd due 
from Chriſtians to the Minifters of Chriſt; pr proporiio- 
nably to the different Stations in which they areiptac'd 
in bis Church: But there is ſome regard due to all, 
who act by an Authority originally deriv'd from: him. 
He that beareth you; heareth me, thought applicable in 
a higher Degree to thoſe of a ſuperior. Order, and more 
extenſive Authority in his Church, yet, we ſee wis 
ſpoken by our Lord to the Seventy Diſciples; and may, 
in a good meaſure, be applied to all, who by his 
A preach that Doctrine which he and * A- 
poſtles did; who endeavour to reconcile Men to G00, 
and to direct em into the Way to Pardon and Salva- 
tion, 


— 


Preachd Nov. 13. 1709. 
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tion. by thoſe very Means, which he himſelf has ex- 
preſly appointed for theſe great and happy Ends. 

Thus far have I conſider'd the Words before us, as 
aſſerting the Authority of the Chriſtian Miniſtry, who 
acting by a Power deriv d to em from Cbriſt, do ſo far 
repreſent him and execute hi, Orders, in a due Exer- 
ciſe of their Commiſſion, that what is here ſaid by gur 
Lord may, in a good meaſure, be reaſonably applied 
to them. He that heareth you, bearth me; and be that 


oy 


deſpiſerh you, deſpiſeth me. 

Il. L proceed now to confider theſe Words, as inti- 
mating to us one of the moſt nſual Cauſes of the ill U- 
{age a Chriſtian Miniſtry may meet with from Men: Tis 
often from a Diſregard to Chriſt himſelf, a Ditbelief 
of, or an Averſion to that Holy Religion, in which he 
came to inſtruct Mankind: He that deſpiſeth you, de- 
ſpiſeth, or diſregardeth, me. Tis indeed hardly to be 


M Er, and a due Senſe of his Authority and Power, 
ſhould abuſe or deſpiſe his Servants, who act by his 
Commiſſion; it may much more reaſonably be thought 
that he will, at leafl, preſerve ſome Reſpe& for their 
Character, even where perhaps none is due to their 
which is caſt upon the perſonal Miſcarriages of the Mi- 
niſters of Chit, and that which 1s caſt. upon their Of- 
tice. And it does not always follow, that he who has 
little or no Eſteem for ſome of his Miniſters, does 
therefore diſregard Chriſt himſelf. Thus, with reſpect 
to our Doctrine and Principles, if we preach Notions 
of our own for Doctrines of Chriſt, without any Au- 
4 thority 


For we may well diſtinguiſh between that Contempt 


imagin'd, that a Perſon, who has a real Eſteem for the 
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thority from Scripture ; or if we pretend to Powers 
of another Nature froin what he ever gave to the Mi- 
niſters of his Kingdom; in theſe Caſes, the giving no 
Credit to a Perfon, who plainly acts S ot againft 
his Commiſſion, may very well be' conſiſtent with a 
great Deference to the Authority of his Maſter. Thus 
again with reſpect to our perſonal Misbehaviour in the 
Exerciſe of our Miniſtry, whether by a groſs Negled 
of the Duties incumbent. on us, or a Temper of Mind, 
or Courſe of Life very unſuitable to or Holy Profe(i- 
on, and the expreſs * ts of our Religion, He who 
de ſpiſes only Folk, who y their Vices or notorious 
Negligence in their Employment 20. make themſelves 
deſpicable, cannot, meerly upon this Account, be ſaid 
to deſpiſe or reje& Ohriſt. n 20% 9 
Every Man indeed in reaſon Ale and every Good 
Man will, make ſuch charitable Allowances to our Na. 
tural Defects, our Human Infirmit ies and Indifcretiong, 
as all Chriſtians are — to make to each other; and 
will conſider, that if our yment in the Setviceof 
Chriſt lays upon us grear Obligations, yet tis attended 
too in many Caſes with great Difficulties: | Atid that 
juſt Mixture of Zeal, and Charity, and Prudence, 
which is but requiftte for our diſcharging it well and 
wiſely, ſeems to imply ſomething of a natural Happi- 
neſs of Temprr, which does not fall to every one's fre, 
but certaitfly dves imply fach Meaſures of Experience 
and Knowledge, as well as Grace, as tis not to be ex- 
pected ſheuld be found every where. Now, whatever 
our Obligations are, wwe ill are but Men, ſubject to 
the ſame Paſſions and Infirmities with the reſt of Man- 
kind: And there is no reaſon that we alone thould be 
excluded from a Share in that mug! Charity toward: 


each 
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eagh other Indifcretions and eher Failings, which 
expreſs Duty of our Religion, and is but neceſſa- 


j 
75 the preſerving Peace and Friendſhip, and for the 
common Happineſs of Men. A Good will fur- 


ther find hinelf much mort inclin'd to grieve upon 


thoſe Occaſions, where he finds, he carmot e., 
than to inſult ever ſuch Miſcarriages, and make cn 
the common Subjects of his Corwerſation: Much leſs 
will he eaſily give credit to, or ſpread ſuch ill Sur- 
miſes and Reports of us, as are given out by our Ene- 
mies, without any manner of Proof ; or impute to the 


hole Body the prrſanal Mifcarriages of a few, Theſe 


Proceedings are contrary to all Rules of common Juſtice, 
and there is no Perſon who ſuffers in this manner, 
but would think himſelf highly wrong d by it. 


_ Laſtly, A Chriſtian will think himfelf * to 
pay that due Regard to the Office, which the Perſen 
1nveſted with it has, it may be, no Title to: But itil 
no Man can be oblig'd to have a real inward Eſteem for 
ſuch Miniſters of Chriſt as do in no manner deſerve it; 
becauſe, indeed tis not poſhble that he ſhould, *T'is 
a thing out of the Power of a meer Office or Character 
to give; and will be found only to attend Piety and 
Vertue, and a conſtant Endeavour of behaving one's ſelf, 
upon all Occaſions; ſuitably to the Profeſſion he mukes, 
and to the Character he bears. *Tis this alone reaches 
the Heart, and governs the innard Sentiments of Men ; 
without it, all eutward Expreſſions of Reſpect, how- 
ever neceſſary for the preſerving Peace and a due Order 
in the World, are meer Shew and Mechanitm, 
But tho* a Diſregard, or perhaps an Averſion to this 
or that Miniſter of Chriſt, muſt not be thought to we 
cec 
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ceed always from à Diſregard to Chriſt himſelf or hisRe- 


6 * 


ligion, yet it very, often does 3 and to this afohe, 1 
doubt not, is owing the greateſt Part of that Contempt 
and Reproach, and unhandſome Uſage, Which, in a 
looſe Age, is uſually: beftow?d upon the Chriſtian Mi- 
niſtry, when by the good Providence of G00 it is fe. 
cur'd from all ether Effects of the Hatred of Men: There 
are thoſe who hate the "Miniſters of Chriſt; 'a5/ach, 
There are others, who hate thoſe of em, at leaſt, who 
endeavour to diſcharge faithfully that Truſt which 
our Lord has repoſed in in em ; and borh theſe may 
reaſonably be ſuppos d to have an Aver ſion for the Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt, chiefly at leaſt, becauſe they rejed 
or diſregard our Lord himſelf. 1500 en! 


1. As Firſt, for Inſtance, Thoſe, who are realy E- 

nemies to the Chriſtian Faith it ſelf, whatever other 

Drefs they chuſe to appear in, will indthemſelvesmuch 
inclin'd, and in a manner, oblig' d, to leſſen and vilifie 

the Chriſtian Miniſtry, becauſe they diſown and reje& 

Mate. 10. the Author of it. V as our Saviour ſpeaks of their Pre- 
| ». deceſſors, they have called the Maſter. of the \Houfe 
q Beelz4bub, they will beſtow the fame Title upon 508 
i of Lis bouſhold, particularly upon ſuch of his Sexvants 
b whom they muſt. look upon as the Inſt ruments of 7 V 
| Spiritual Tyranny-over:the Conſciences of Men, foun- 0 
ded either upon Fable or Impoſture. When Men are once f. 
\ turn'd Apoſtates from that Holy Faith in which they 0! 
were inſtructed, and have attain'd to ſuch a Degree of tl 

f Impiety, as to tread under foot the San f Gol, and to e 
i account the Blood of the Covenant an unholy thing, and G 
| E 0 have long done  deſvight to the Spirit of Grace, as the f 
2 Apoltle to the Hebrews expreſſes this ſad State, wlat M1 


can fr 
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can the Miniſters of Chriſt expect from theſe Perſons, 
düt all thoſe Effects of theit Contempt and Hatred, 
which they are not reſtrain'd from by the Civil Go- 
vernment. The ſame great Conceit of their own Judg- 
metits, and that Ambition to diſtinguiſh themſelves by 
ſomething //ngular, which uſually engages Men to op- 
poſe the common and eſtabliſh'd Opinions of thoſe, 
zmong whom they live, will alſo ſtrongly incline em 
to deſpiſe thoſe, who, they find have not Senſe enough 
to approve their Notions, and to hate thoſe who have 
the Inſolence to contradict em. Befides they well know, 


that the 1 the Chriſtian Miniſtry into Contempt, 
I 


by whatever odious Repreſentations they can make of 
em to the People, will moſt effectually promote their 

Deſign of Propagating OT; and delivering Man- 

kind from the Bonds of the Chriſtian Faith ; which 
great Deſign, in ſhort, ends in this, The depriving 
the World of the ftrongeft and moſt engaging Motives 
to every Vertue, that were ever known to Men, and 
the baniſhing out of it thofe Great and Chearing Hopes, 
without which 'tis hardly worth the while to live. 


2. Another Inftance of Men, whoſe Averſion to the 
Miniſters of Chriſt proceeds from their Diſlike of the 
Government of Chrift himſelf, may frequently be 
found among thoſe' who live in the habitual PraQice 
of any known Sin. Theſe Perſons, though they are in 
ths direct Way to it, yet perhaps have not hitherto pro- 
ceeded ſo = in Impiety as poſitively to dilbelieve the 
22 But yet their Continuance in a Courſe of wil- 
ful Sin, implies, at leaſf, a great Diſregard to Chriſt: 


n from his Government, - is, in effect, a Saying, 
We 


Tis a withdrawing themſelves, as far as in them lies, 


— ä 
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Diſregard to him, and continual Violation of the ex. 
preſs Laws of his Kingdom, is naturally apt to produce 
in em a ſecret Averſion, at leaſt, to thoſe, whole Bu. 


ine ſs it is, not to let *em be eaſie in their Sins, and why 


faithſully lay before em the wretched Folly and Dan. 
ger of thoſe Vices, of whatſoever kind, which theſc 
Men are reſolv'd never to part with, or, at leaſt can. 
not bear the Thoughts of parting with 'em at preſent 
upon any account. If a Perſon of this Character enten 
our Churches, he can hardly fail of meeting with ſome 
Truths of Religion which expoſe and condemn his own 
Sentiments or Practice: And if he does not, yet he 
well knows what Opinion all ſerious Chriſtians ha 
of him: He is ſenſible that they ſee the Conſequence, 
and, though they may pity, yet that they cannot but 
condenin the extream Folly of the Courſe he take 
Now it requires great Degrees of good Sence, for: 
Man not to hate thoſe who, he knows, think ill of him, 

though never ſo juſtly. Tis therefore a looſe and 

corrupt Miniſtry that ſuch Perſons are beſt pleasd 

with ; not that they can have a real Eſteem for one of 

{uch a CharaQer, but becauſe his Example makes them 

more eaſie to themſelves, and, as they would fain think; 

furniſhes em with a ſufficient Excuſe for theirown Pre 

ctice. On the other fide, a Miniſter of a Regular ard 

Uſeful Life, gives not only by his Diſcourfes, but by 

his Example, a perpetual Occaſion to ſevere Reflections 

on themſelves : Which as they cannot well bear, and 

yet will continue to indulge themſelves in a ſinful 

Practice, tis but reaſonable to expect, that, though 

perhaps they cannot wholly diſeſteem, yet they wil 

hate ſuch Miniſters of Chriſt; will, for the mt of 

| ther 


&+ ö 8 5 5 5 


We wil not bous this Man reign over 13. And this their N 
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their own Minds be very glad to find out and expoſe 
any of their real Failings, or to fix upon em imagina- 
ry ones, and will endeavour to leſſen their Reputation, 
and thereby the Force of their Doctrine and Example 
as much as they, can. a 

Since therefore thoſe employ'd by Chriſt in the Mi- 
niſtry of the Goſpel may well expect to meet with ſuch 

Uſage from the World, it concerns us to prepare our 

ſelves for it, and by no means to be diſcourag'd from 
vindicating our Holy Faith and the juſt Authority of 

the Chriſtian Miniſtry, or from a faithful Diſcharge of 
all other Duties of our Paſtoral Care. Tis a noble 
Argument which our Lord makes uſe of, a little before 

his Paſſion, for the Conſolation and Encouragement of 
his Apoſtles upon the like Occaſions; and which may 

not only teach us Patience, but give us a ſort of Satiſ- 
faction and Complacency under ſuch an Uſage. 1f the 
8 worl7 hate you, ſays he, ye know it bated me before it r mo 
bated you. Now ſurely tis enough forthe Diſciple to be Matt, 10. 
as bis Maſter, and the Servant as his: Lord; and it can 25. | 
be no real Diſhonour to any of us to find the ſame 
Treatment from Men as the Great and Holy Feſizs did. 
The ſame Lot fell to his Apoſtles, as our Lord had fore- 
told it would. St. Paul tells us, They were revile4 
and defamed, were made as the filth of the world, and 
the of-ſcouring. of all things, the very Refuſe of Man- 
kind: Words which are thought to allude to the Cuſtom ti 
in ſome Parts of Greece of picking up one of the vileſt **2% ® 

; 8 \Vretches they could find, to make an Expiatory Sacri- -. 
ice of, for the Purgation of their Cities and Ap- 
peaſing the Anger of their Gods: And in this manner 

indeed were the Apoſtles repreſented and uſed as the 

worſt and vileſt of Men. | | 


C 2 | And 
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And in truth, ſomething of this, though not alwa 
to ſuch a degree, has been, uſually, the Fate of the 
Beſt and Greateſt Men that ever lived; of thoſe of em 
eſpecially, who in a corrupt Age, have employ'd them. 
ſelves with Zeal and Diligence in correcting the Vice, 
of Men ; and this' as wel in the Heathen, as in the 
Chriſtian World. Thus it has always been, and thus we 
may expect it will always be, till the Body of Mankind 
becomes w hiſer and better than it has ever yet been. 4 
corrupt World can ſeldom bear with Patience the Ty. 

ſtre of too bright an Example: And *tis from this Oy. 
pofition of the Vices and Malignity of Mankind to whit. 
ever is eminently Great and Good, that Perfons of thi 
Character, tho not ufed by the World ſo ſeverely asin 
theInſtances mention d, yet have very rarely atta in d ſo 
great and univerſal a Reputation in their own Times, x 
has been given 'em, by general Conſent, inthe folloy- 
ing Ages, And this not always, becauſe the latter Age 
had a truer Senſe of, or were more inclined to do ji. 
ſtice to Merit, than the foregoing : ' Bas yecauſe the 
Virtues and Worthy Underakind of Men long fine: 
dead, do neither excite the Envy, nor reproach tte 
Vices and Follies of the World, in ſo ſenfible a man- 
ner, as thoſe of the Living do. The dead Saints ar 
out of our ſight, and, as they give us no great Trouble 
we can afford *em a good Word, or perhaps pretend i 
pay a great Reſpe& and Honour to their Memoris 
whom yet, if we had liv'd in their Times, we ſpould, 
probably, have uſed in the ſame manner, as we % 
thoſe, whoendeavour to follow their Examples. 
Me have a remarkable Inſtance to this Purpoſe i 
the Scribes and Phariſees, the Leading Men of tis 
Jewiſh Nation, when our Saviour was upon * 
| ; 
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We ars told, That in thoſe. Times they built and a- 
dorn'd the Tombs of the Prophets, who were general- 
ly ill uſed, and ſome of em murther'd by their An- 
ceſtors ; and that they ſaid, If we bad been in the days war. 2 
of our Fathers, we would not haus been Partakers with 29, 30. 
em in the Blood of the Prophets. When yet theſe very 
Men hated, revited and crucified a far greater Prophet, 
and one, who in Atteſtation of his Divine Million, 
wrought more Miracles than all the Prophets together. 
If therefore there will probably always be ſuch a Par- 
ty of Men 1a the World, as will endeavour to caſt a 
iſcſteem or Contempt upon a ſerious Piety and ſtrict 
Vertue, and whatever Qualities beft deſerve the Re- 
gard and Eſteem. of Mankind, ſhall the Miniſters of 
Chriſt be diſcourag'd from doing their Duty by ſo mean 
a Fear as this? Ox can it reflect any real Diſcredit up- 
on 'em, to ſuffer in the ſame Manner, and upon the 
ſame Account with the beſt Men that ever were in the 
World > Our Great Maſter himſelf exhorts his Diſci- 
ples to be far otherwiſe affected upon theſe Qcaſions, 
when he tells us, Bleſſed are ye when Men. ſhall revile _ 
You, and perſecute you, and ſay all manner of evil againſt OE ok 
you falſly for my ſake; Reoyre and be exceeding glad, 
for great is your reward in Heaven: for ſo perſecuted 
they the Prophet that were before you. | 


— 


Its. J proceed in the [aſt place to conſider the near 


ern which our Bleſſed. Lord takes in the Uſage 
which his Miniſters receive from the World: For theſe 
Words will eafily, and agreeably to common Uſe, bear 
this Senſe, That whatever Treatment they, meet with, 
he looks upon as if done toſhimſ⸗ ,: He chat bearetb you, 
beareth me ; and he that deſpiſerb you, deſpiſeth ne. 


And 
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Aud if fo, then eerthinty*the) who: do reje or Cf. 
temn the Miniſters of Ce 18 Ficb, be Treat 
reaſon to dread his fevere Reſentment of their Behavi- 

our. What he threatned to thoſe, who rejected the 
Miſſion of theſe Seventy | Diſciples; to whom theſe 
Words were immedistely ſpoken, is very terrible: 
Luke 10. f ſay. unto you, that it ſhall be more lolerable in that day, 
the Day in which the deſpiſed Jeſus ſhall appear tri- 
umphantly as the Great Lord and Judge of all Men, 
for Sodom than for that City. And with reſpect to o- 
ther his "Miniſters, whoſe Miſſion is, though not in- 
mediately, yet originally, deriv d, from him, we Eannbt 
doubt either his Reſentment, expreſs'd in theſe Words, 
or his Power to puniſh whatever Conteinpts or ill Uſage 
they meet with from his and their Enemies ; but may 
be fully aſſur'd that he will in his own due time vindi- 
cate that Authority which he has beffow'd upon em 
for the: Good of 1 N that 
, rake counſel tegrther againſt the Lor and again 
DEN bis Chit”, ſaying, Let * break their bonds a ws 
and caſt awhy their cords. from tir. He that ſitteth in 
Heaven ſball laugh them pa ſtorn, the Lord ſhall haue 
them deriſron.” Then ſhall be ſpeak to them in bis wrath, 
and vex them in his ſore diſpleaſure. 
The ſame may, ii a good meaſure, be applied to 
thoſe, who, though they do pot poſitively disbelieugyy 
the Goſpel, or renounce theit Dependance upon Ci! 
for Salvation, yet will not conform their Lives to the 
Laws of his Goverhinent; and who, as they heb 
thereby à Contempt of his Authority, fo, probably” 1 
have little regard for his Miniſters, and will find them- 
ſelves under ſtrong Reer to hate and mifuſe 
thoſe,” ha (criouth ay. before em the Sin and has 
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of the Ways they are engag'd in, and endeavour by all 

Chriſti an and Prudent Methods to give em a true Senſe 
of their Danger. We cannot but own that the harſh 
Uſage of any Perſon who will kindly perform 
this moſt generous and uſeful, though {unhappily) 
chankleſs Part of Frigndſbip, to us, is highly diſingenu- 
ous and unjuſt: But when it is perform'd by !sſe who 
are expreſly authoriz'd by Chriſt ſo to do, ſuch a Be- 
haviour towards them is more unreaſonable, and implies 
a hill, further Contempt of bigs 5 and is, in effect, a 
turning thoſe very Meaus which, be has appointed for 
the Converſion of Sinners and Reformation of the Vices 
of Men into a further Article of their Condemnation, 

when he ſhall come to judge the World. 


Laſtly, From this near Concern which our Lord 
here expreſſes for the Uſage which his Miniſters may 
meet with in the World, may well be 1nferr'd his kind 
Regard to what Services they can do to His Glory and 
the Salvation of Men, and that their labour 3 not be 
in vain in the Lord. Afetious and conſtant Endeavour 
to reſcue Men from Ignorance, Error and Vice, to in- 
ſtru& Sinners in the Means of Reconciliation with an 
offended GOD, to preſerve em from the wrath to come, 
and todire& *em into the Way to attain eternal Happi- 
neſs, is an Employme Aer and beneticial to 
Markind, and ſo well-pleaſing to GOD, that thoſe 
who diſcharge it with Integrity and Care, with a Chri- 
ſtian Zeal and a Chriſtian Prudence (for of each of theſe 
Qualities there is another fort) ſhall not be final'y diſ- 
appointed of their Reward ; they ſhall, at leaſt, receive 
it in a future State of Everlaſting Reſt and Joy, what- 
ever Uſage they may meet in this periſhing wor: 
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this ſbort Scene of Tri al in order to an 9 State 
of Being: Which thereſüre may well be born 1 5 
cheerful Patience upon ſo glorious a Profpedt ;- 
oy that Oreat Apoſtle did, who, recounting the Hard. 
ſhips he expected to meet with in the Courſe of his 
Miniſtry, ſpeaks to the' Elders of the Church at Ephe- 
ſs in the i ad, with which I ſhall'conclude 
oy Diſcourſe : * 5 none of theſe 1 moe 0 nei- 
ther count I my life dear to my ſelf, ſo that Im 
Courſe with Z and the Mini y which I Ae Free 


the Lord 75 u, to Ov. the Gofpel 7 wt Grare 30 
Go. 
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